== NEWS RELEASE

E NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS SERVICE

United States Department of Agriculture - Nebraska Agricultural Statistics Service
100 Centennial Mall North Suite 298 - Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 - Phone: (402) 437-5541

Contact: William G Hamlin (402)437-5541
E-mail: nass-ne@nass.usda.gov
Web: www.usda.gov/nasy/

NEBRASKA JULY 1WHEAT AND OAT PRODUCTION LOWER

LINCOLN, Neb., July 11, 2002 -- Based on July 1 conditions, Nebraska's 2002 winter
wheat crop is forecast at 43.5 million bushels, down 27 percent from last year’s crop, 6 percent
below last month’ sforecast, and lowest since 1944, accordingtothe USDA’ sNebraskaAgricultural
Statistics Service. Averageyieldisforecast at 30 bushels per acre, down 7 bushelsfrom last year's
yield, 1 bushel above last month, and lowest since the 30 bushel yield recorded in 1992.

Acreageto be harvested for grainis estimated at 1.45 million acres, 150,000 acreslessthan
last year and the lowest since 975 thousand acres were harvested in 1917 . As of June 30, topsoil
and subsoil moisture supplies were rated very short to short in the major wheat growing areas.
Wheat harvest had a strong start the last week of June and was 27 percent complete by June 30.

Oat production is forecast at 3.6 million bushels, down 2 percent from last year. Acreage for

harvest, at 80,000 acres, is up 20,000 acres from 2001. Yield is forecast at 45 bushels per acre, down
16 bushels from the previous year.

Access the National publication for this release at:
http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/reports/nassr/fiel d/pcp-bb/2002/crop0702. pdf
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See accompanying supplement for wheat district estimates.
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Winter Wheat: Acreage, Yield and Production
by Nebraska Agricultural Districts, 2001-2002*

L Acres Planted Acres Harvested Yield Production
District 2001 | 2002 2000 | 2002 2001 | 2002 2001 2002
1,000 Acres 1,000 Acres Bushels 1,000 Bushels
Northwest 750.0 730.0 677.8 6200 322 225 21,8152 13,921.0
North 130 16.0 0.1 140 398 320 362.2 4480
Northeast 20 20 12 20 404 320 485 64.0
Central 230 20.0 17,5 180 420 350 7348 630.0
East 220 22.0 183 210 423 37.0 775.0 7770
Southwest 575.0 515.0 530.8 4500 392 300 21,1417 13,500.0
South 200.0 190.0 184.8 1800 445 40.0 8,232.6 7.200.0
Southeast 165.0 155.0 1515 1450 402 480 6,090.0 6,960.0
Nebraska 17500 16500 1600.0 14500 37.0 30.0 59,2000 43,5000

! Current year forecast as of July 1, 2002.



